








  Retrospective Network Analysis – GigaStor™ Appliances

High-end performance systems for large-scale analysis, data mining, compliance, and network forensics

Network Instruments provides a full line of probe appliances that can perform back-in-time or retrospective network analysis. Known as the GigaStor, these units offer 
massive amounts of storage capacity, a unique time-based navigation system, and fast write-to-disk speeds for continuous wire-speed capture.
 
Use the GigaStor to:

• Perform high-level application views and deep 
packet analysis from one device

• Utilize a time window to quickly isolate problems
• Enforce internal and external corporate compliance
• Supply forensics data with packet reconstruction
• Monitor Gigabit, 10 Gb, Fibre Channel, WAN, 

Ethernet, and WLAN
• Eliminate the laborious task of having to recreate or 

duplicate network problems
 
GigaStor Advantages

High-Performance
• Resolve events down to the nanosecond with  

time-based navigation
• Real-time Expert processing on the probe - 

eliminating unnecessary data transfer
• Flexible filtering technology helps immediately pinpoint the problem
• Gen2™ technology optimizes data capture for analysis

High-Capacity
• Capture up to 576 TB of network data (or write to SAN)
• 64-bit core permits up to 24 GB memory buffer

Easy-to-Deploy
• Reports back to any Observer Expert or Observer Suite console   
• Can be configured as a local console for on-site analysis

Network Forensics
• Capture and reconstruct data to maintain compliance
• Ideal for transaction-heavy organizations

The GigaStor is applicable for:
• 10/100 networks
• Gigabit networks
• 10 Gb networks
• WAN links
• Fibre Channel networks
• WLAN links

GigaStor Interface
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 About Network Instruments
 Network Instruments provides in-depth network intelligence and continuous network availability through innovative analysis solutions. Enterprise network professionals depend on Network 
Instruments’ Observer product line for unparalleled network visibility to effi  ciently solve network problems and manage deployments. By combining a powerful management console with 
high-performance analysis appliances, Observer simplifi es problem resolution and optimizes network and application performance. The company continues to lead the industry in ROI with its 
advanced Distributed Network Analysis (NI-DNA™) architecture, which successfully integrates comprehensive analysis functionality across heterogeneous networks through a single monitoring 
interface. Network Instruments is headquartered in Minneapolis with sales offi  ces worldwide and distributors in over 50 countries. For more information about the company, products, 
technology, NI-DNA, becoming a partner, and NI University please visit www.networkinstruments.com.

 Solution Bundles
Contact a Network Instruments representative or dealer to ask about product bundles that cover all of your network management needs.

 Corporate Headquarters
Network Instruments, LLC • 10701 Red Circle Drive • Minnetonka, MN 55343 • USA
toll free (800) 526-7919 • telephone (952) 358-3800 • fax (952) 358-3801

www.networkinstruments.com

European Headquarters
Network Instruments • 4 Old Yard • Rectory Lane • Brasted, Westerham • Kent TN16 1JP • United Kingdom
telephone + 44 (0) 1959 569880 • fax + 44 (0) 1959 569881

www.networkinstruments.co.uk

   Portable Analysis Systems

For fi eld locations, choose a Network Instruments Portable Analysis System. These luggable analyzer systems are all-in-one units that can provide real-time 
packet capture, analysis, detailed statistics, retrospective analysis, reporting and more—at targeted places on your network. 

Portable Systems are available to monitor the following links:
• Wide Area Networks
• Full-Duplex Gigabit
• Full-Duplex 10 Gb
• Fibre Channel Links

Completely passive, the portable analysis system will not interfere with or add unnecessary traffi  c to your network. 
Each unit comes with a Network Instruments nTAP™ to ensure continuous data delivery to the analyzer. For additional 
capability, every fi eld service solution can connect to any Observer Expert or Observer Suite console on the network 
allowing you to share statistics, analysis, and reports with others or providing you with the capability to monitor other 
network segments simultaneously. GigaStor versions also available.

Each unit contains:
• Observer Suite console software
• Capture card (Gigabit, 10 Gb, Fibre Channel, or WAN)
• 10/100/1000 Ethernet management port
• All required cabling
• nTAP
• Built-in display, keyboard, trackpad, and DVD-RW drive
• Durable, hard case appropriate for airline travel

 

  Probe Management

Network Instruments Management Server (NIMS™)
NIMS retains a list of usernames, passwords, and permission levels for multiple probes on the 
network to globally authenticate users. It can link a local Windows system, Active Directory 
server, or RADIUS system to consolidate user account lists. For the network manager, NIMS 
provides centralized licensing, security, and an update system as well as failover redundancy 
for more effi  cient probe management. For network administrators, NIMS provides shared 
access to analysis tools, including Observer’s fi lter library.

  Driven by Distributed Network Analysis (NI-DNA™)

Network Instruments has a unique competitive edge in the network analyzer market with its 
Distributed Network Analysis (NI-DNA) architecture. All Network Instruments products are 
built from a unifi ed code set that ensures the user experience and product functionality are 
identical regardless of topology or location. Observer consoles analyze local networks and 
connect to distributed probes to provide both local and remote visibility across the entire 
organization. With multi-instance support, Observer can simultaneously monitor up to 64 
unique network sessions across any topology, off ering incredible analysis fl exibility.

Portable Analysis System
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